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Jesus’ Authority & the Will of God 
John 7 & 8 

How many of you watched the Queen’s funeral? Do you remember the 

items that were sitting on the casket. There was the Imperial Crown, the 

Sovereign’s Sceptre with Cross, and the Sovereign’s Orb. Those items 

were removed from the casket and placed on a high altar. They are 

symbols of royal authority. They will disappear from public view until the 

coronation of King Charles the third. He will not wear that crown, or hold 

that scepter, or the orb, until his coronation.   

He is the King but is not in full display of his royal authority yet. The world 

is in a time of waiting for the Coronation of the king. When he is crowned, 

he will take up all the symbols of his royalty.  

We don’t expect anyone to challenge the king’s right to the throne. 

People may question the role of the crown in modern life, but everyone 

seems to recognize that Charles has a claim to that throne.  

2,000 years ago, there was a king who was much greater than Charles. 

He walked around in Jerusalem, and taught people. He wasn’t an official 

teacher. He wasn’t and officially recognized Rabbi, but this man taught 

and could draw a crowd even in the temple. He gained a tremendous 

following. Out of jealousy the officials challenged this man’s authority to 

teach. This is what we see in John 7 starting at verse 14. 

Today we’re looking at the theme of authority. By who’s authority does 

this man teach? Let’s read John 7:14-19. 
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[read John 7:14-19] 

[pray] 

We start right up front with the open question of his authority. 

v. 15 – The open question of his authority 

15 The Jews therefore marveled, saying, “How is it that this 
man has learning, when he has never studied?”  

This is not saying that Jesus was illiterate. All they’re saying is Jesus didn’t 

study under a known Rabbi. If he had studied under a known Rabbi, they 

would know the Rabbi he studied under. That Rabbi would authorize him 

to speak. That Rabbi could also be counted on to correct his disciple 

when he steps out of line. That Rabbi would restrict these radical 

teachings and retrain his errant student. But this man didn’t study under 

one of the known Rabbis. So, there is an open question of his authority. 

“Does he have the right to say the things he’s saying?”  

Let’s bring this into today. Let’s apply this to Putin.  

Did Russian President Vladimir Putin have the right to announce a military 

mobilization? Yes. It doesn’t matter whether you like what he said, or not. 

Your opinion of what he said, doesn’t change his authority to say it. The 

same thing applies to what Jesus said. You may not like what he said, the 

question is not do you like what he said. The question is does he have the 

authority to say it. There’s an open question of his authority.  
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Jesus understands the open question of his authority and starts to answer 

it by pointing to the external source of his authority. 

v. 16 – The external source of his authority 

16 So Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but 
his who sent me.  

Those are the words of a disciple under a Rabbi. “My teaching is not 

mine.” These are not my words. Don’t shoot the messenger. I didn’t make 

this up. “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.” 

That’s a good tactic for a disciple. My Rabbi taught me, take it up with 

him. It’s a good tactic today too. The Bible says. It is written. When we 

have portions memorized it’s easy to say, listen to what He said. It’s 

interesting that one of the things Jesus commanded us to do was to be 

witnesses of him. That means we tell people what he did. This is not 

about us telling what we did. It’s about us bearing testimony to Jesus. 

Jesus said, “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.” Don’t shoot 

the messenger. I didn’t come up with this teaching that you find so 

offensive. “My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.” 

That begs the question, “Who sent him?” Who is Jesus referring to? It’s 

good that his teaching is not his, if whoever he got it from is credible. So, 

who is it? All Jesus has done is shifted the question of authority to 

another. Another, who taught him? Let’s look at who sent him?  



Page 4 of 11 

 

Jesus original audience may not have made the connection. Jesus said, 

“My teaching is not mine, but his who sent me.” The Jews would be 

questioning, “Who sent him?” 

Jesus answers that question in verse 17 where he exposes the external 

source of his authority and points to an internal understanding of his 

authority. 

v. 17 – An internal understanding of his authority 

17 If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether 
the teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my 
own authority.  

At first glance this looks like a non-answer. It looks like a circular thing. 

Almost in the category of Jean Chretien’s proof quote in 2002. Back then 

reporters were pressing the prime minister over what constituted proof 

of weapons of mass destruction in Iraq. He replied, 

“I don't know. A proof is a proof. What kind of a proof? It's a 
proof. A proof is a proof, and when you have a good proof, 
it's because it's proven.”  

The poor reporter, he never got an answer and Chretien never got his 

proof. Canadian forces didn’t follow the Americans and England into 

Iraq. Canadian forces went into Afghanistan and stayed there for twenty 

years. When they left things were as messed up as before. 

When Jesus said, 
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If anyone’s will is to do God’s will, he will know whether the 
teaching is from God or whether I am speaking on my own 
authority. 

He talked of an internal understanding of his authority. “If your will is to 

do God’s will, you will know whether his teaching is from God …” This is 

an intangible, instinctive, internal understanding. This is self-revealing 

truth. This is hearing something, and it just sounds right; it rings true. This 

is the same kind of evidence that God put into creation, that declares 

there is a creator. 

Romans 1:20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal 
power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever 
since the creation of the world, in the things that have been 
made. So they are without excuse. 

Jesus says, “If your will is to do God’s will, you will know whether his 

teaching is from God…”  

There’s an internal understanding of his authority. When we understand 

his authority like that, we automatically respond. There are two common 

automatic responses to that authority. The way we should respond to the 

internal understanding of his authority is in line with the great objective 

of his authority.  

v. 18 – The great objective of his authority 

18 The one who speaks on his own authority seeks his own 
glory; but the one who seeks the glory of him who sent him 
is true, and in him there is no falsehood.  

The one who said, my teaching is not mine, but his who sent me. That 

one is seeking the glory of him who sent him. The great objective of his 
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authority, the motivation behind his message, is the glory of God. Let that 

sink in. The objective of Jesus teaching is not to glorify Jesus. The 

objective of Jesus teaching is the glory of God. When we hear Jesus 

speak and recognize in him the words of God. We can’t help but bring 

glory to God. When we accept the words of Jesus as the very words of 

God, we are compelled to respond with glory to God.  There is a link 

between Jesus and the glory of God. 

This is behind Paul’s prayer for the Philippians, that they would be Phil 

1:11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to 

the glory and praise of God. This is clearly stated in Philippians 2.  

Phil 2:9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed 
on him the name that is above every name, 10 so that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  

The great objective of his authority is the glory of God. Paul exposes the 

grand plan of God in 1 Corinthians 15 where he talks about God placing 

all things in subjection to his Son.  

1 Cor 15:28 When all things are subjected to him, then the Son 
himself will also be subjected to him who put all things in 
subjection under him, that God may be all in all.  

One response to the internal understanding of his authority is to submit 

to the glory of God. That is the great objective of his authority. But there’s 

another response that is possible. It’s not a good response. It’s the 

historical response to his authority. 
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v. 19 – The historical response to his authority 

19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet none of you keeps 
the law. Why do you seek to kill me?” 

Jesus took them right back to Moses. The guy who led the children of 

Israel out of Egypt. The man who went up the mountain and brought the 

tablets of the law back down. Moses who was venerated by the religious 

leaders of Jesus day. What was the historical response to Moses? In his 

day, Moses led a rebellious people. He went up the mountain for forty 

days and some of the people wanted a new leader to take them back to 

Egypt. Later, he faced a rebellion under Korah who wanted to take over 

from him. The historical response to his authority was not good.  

When you look at the history of the people of Israel, they had a clear 

pattern in their rebellion against the word of God. When they heard a 

word, they did not like, they killed the prophet. That’s the historical 

response to his authority. Jesus knows that this is how they will deal with 

his followers as well. In Matthew 23 Jesus says,  

Mt 23:34 Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and 
scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some 
you will flog in your synagogues and persecute from town to 
town, 35 so that on you may come all the righteous blood 
shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the 
blood of Zechariah the son of Barachiah, whom you 
murdered between the sanctuary and the altar. 36 Truly, I say 
to you, all these things will come upon this generation 

History has shown that Jesus knew what he was talking about. The 

historical response to his authority is that the Apostles became martyrs. 
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Other disciples became religious fugitives. Persecution became so 

common that Tertullian in the 2nd-century said, "the blood of martyrs is 

the seed of the Church". This seemed to be the common pattern for 

centuries, but not in our experience. We grew up with religious freedom. 

We have not had to resist to the shedding of blood. We had it easy and it 

has made us blind.  

Our freedom has not been the reality for most of the church. Today if you 

are a Christian in Afghanistan, North Korea, Somalia, Libya, Yemen, 

Eritrea, Nigeria, Pakistan, Iran, India & Saudi Arabia. If you’re a Christian 

in one of those eleven countries, you know what persecution is about. 

You risk arrest and possibly being put in a work camp, or facing torture, 

or immediate death. In some countries if you’re arrested for being a 

Christian your whole family is rounded up as well.  

We are not immune to that. So far, we have been protected from it. The 

spiritual forces fueling that hatred of Christianity are rising in the west. 

Many of us have a sense that what we’re seeing in those countries is 

coming to Canada. It’s not a question of if, but when? 

Jesus knew the historical response to his authority, but his immediate 

audience needed proof of his authority. 

In John 8 at verse 28, Jesus spells out the ultimate proof of his authority.  

8:28-29 – The ultimate proof of his authority 

28 So Jesus said to them, “When you have lifted up the Son 
of Man, then you will know that I am he, and that I do 
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nothing on my own authority, but speak just as the Father 
taught me. 29 And he who sent me is with me. He has not left 
me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to 
him.”  

The ultimate proof of his authority comes when he is lifted-up, on the 

cross. This may confuse you. How did the cross prove Jesus’ authority? 

To many, seeing Jesus lifted-up on the cross looks like failure. It looks the 

end of a common criminal executed in a common way. But Jesus says,  

“When you have lifted up the son of man, then you will know 
that I am he, and that I do nothing on my own authority, but 
speak just as the Father taught me.” 

There’s something about Jesus being lifted-up that is proof positive of his 

authority. I don’t think Jesus meant the title that Pilate posted on the 

name plate on the cross above his head. I don’t think Jesus meant the 

three hours of darkness, followed by the earthquake, the tearing of the 

curtain in the temple, or the opening of some graves.  

When Jesus was lifted-up on the cross, he was in that place where he 

could fulfill what he came to do. It’s the ultimate proof of his authority. 

Only the eternal Son of God could lay down his life for the sin of the 

whole world. A mere man could be a one-to-one sacrifice. The life of one 

for the life of one other. The God-man, because he is infinite could make 

one sacrifice that applies to any and all. This is why I love the use of that 

word whoever in John 3. 

Jn 3:15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  
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Jn 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.  

Jn 3:18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believe is condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 

Jn 3:21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so 
that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried 
out in God.” 

Jn 3:33 Whoever receives his testimony sets his seal to this, 
that God is true. 

Jn 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever 
does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God remains on him.  

The ultimate proof of his authority demands a personal response to his 

authority. 

v. 30 – The personal response to his authority 

30 As he was saying these things, many believed in him.  

We know that the word believe needs to be fleshed out a little. That’s 

part of the reason I love John 3:36.  

Jn 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever 
does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of 
God remains on him.  

In this verse belief and obedience are tied together. One who says they 

believe in Jesus but doesn’t obey him proves they don’t really believe 

him. If we really believe that Jesus is the Son of God, it’s going to impact 

our lives. It can’t help but make a difference.  
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This leads believers around the world to risk their lives for Jesus. This 

fuels growth in underground churches in some of the most dangerous 

countries in the world. This is a missing element among many North 

American church attenders. 

 

Today we’ve been looking at the theme of authority.  

1. The open question of his authority. 

2. The external source of his authority. 

3. The internal understanding of his authority. 

4. The great objective of his authority. 

5. The historical response to his authority. 

6. The ultimate proof of his authority. 

7. The personal response to his authority. 

It’s all about authority. It was out of jealousy that the officials challenged 

his authority to teach. We live in a time where the world is waiting for the 

coronation of the king. I’m waiting for the return of my king. Waiting for 

his coronation. The question is, am I living like it? Are we living as 

representatives of our king? 

 Let’s pray. 


